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once more defeated by an order of battle which the Portuguese king had
learned from his English allies.

Meanwhile, even in the day of the English archer's triumph, new
methods of warfare were beginning to appear. The archer himself, while
offering a difficult problem to any attacking force, could not fail to be
met with obvious precautions of defence. Plate armour, slowly intro-
duced, was gradually superseding mail, until it became a protection for
the whole body against which arrows were comparatively harmless. A
new arm was coming slowly into use, at first cumbrous and ineffective
which, used for the defence and attack of strongholds in the fourteenth
century, put an end to the importance of the castle, and was to supersede
the longbow in the field. The appearance of a new improvement of
infantry in the trained warriors of the Swiss cantons, and the develop,
ment of military science in Italy, were signs of an epoch which had left
the traditions of feudal war entirely behind; while, at the very end of
the century, on the field of Nicopolis (1896), the last crusaders were
defeated by the Eastern power whose victories were to outlast the Middle
Ages and bridge the interval between them and the modern world.